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COMMUNION UNDER PETER GRAINGER

(1) Sundays

(2) Easter communion

(3) Servers

(1) Sundays

At the start of Peter Grainger’s ministry in Charlotte Chapel in August 1992, and for as far back as most people could remember, there was a clear demarcation between the monthly communion and the service which preceded it. (When ex-Prime Minister David Lloyd George came to the morning service on Sunday 27 May 1923, as described in Chapter 23, he had time to go to the vestry and sign the visitors’ book between the main service and the communion service.) In the intimations, notice was given that during the hymn after the sermon, those in the gallery who wished to participate in the Lord’s Supper should come downstairs to the area and that all who did not wish to participate should leave at that point.  Invitation was always given to visitors, that ‘all who love the Lord’ were encouraged to stay, often with the added comment that it was ‘His Table, not ours’. Despite that exhortation, about half of the congregation left during the hymn, including many members. Only on exceptional occasions did a dozen and so have to return to the gallery, because the area was full, and often the area was far from full, even after those from upstairs had come down.

During the vacancy before Peter Grainger came to Edinburgh, the writer began to extend the invitation to remain, to children of members (who otherwise had to wait downstairs or in the street) and to those who were not sure of their Christian commitment, with the comment that they should not take the bread or the wine unless they knew Jesus as Saviour, and that there was no embarrassment at passing the elements without participation. This was partly on the practical ground that during the summer, when the windows were open, the voices of adults and children chatting in the street intruded on the silence while the elders distributed the bread and then the wine.  Playing the organ quietly during the latter was a later development during the vacancy.

When the writer visited many Baptist churches throughout Scotland during his year as president of the Baptist Union of Scotland in 1976/77, there was only one congregation, the Morningside church in Edinburgh, which had communion directly after the sermon, as a seamless part of the service.  When the writer, mindful of the Chapel’s insistence that the Lord’s Table should be ‘fenced’ for believers in good standing, inquired about this, he was assured that visitors were made aware, quietly and privately, about the position.

By arranging for the communion elements to be served in both the gallery and the area, Peter Grainger first of all removed the need for people to move downstairs.  He then encouraged more and more to stay. 24 trays with 24 glasses each were prepared (total 576), and on average perhaps 4 or 5 glasses were unused in each tray, so those taking part numbered 450–480. There were some, although not many, who passed the trays without participating.

By Peter Grainger’s tenth year, not only was there is little opportunity to leave, but he made the invitation to communion by what the Scots divines used to call ‘a converting ordinance’. For example, his subject for the evening service on 6 April 2003 was ‘Settled out of Court’, based on 1 Corinthians 6:1-11. After discussing who in the Corinthian Church might be litigating before the civil magistrates, and why, he outlined Paul’s four closely related reasons why disputes between Christians should be reconciled through the local church. Nothing in the half-hour sermon was addressed to the non-believer, but directly after an impassioned plea to Christian living, he said:

Let me say two things in conclusion, before and in preparation for coming to the Lord's Table. First of all, if you are not a Christian, then whatever you may have done, whatever lifestyle you may be leading, it may be something listed here, it may be something that the world thinks is far less offensive, but sin is sin, whatever it is, and if a habit grips you, and you think there is no way I can make a new start, I have good news for you. The good news of Jesus Christ is that God has made a way by which you can be washed, by which you can be set apart, by which you can be put right with God.

And as you look around this congregation, if you knew the stories of the people in this congregation and in every congregation, if the truth were told - and it need not be told because it has been cancelled out by God and he remembers our sin no more –but if the truth were told, ‘and such were some of you’. … The only thing that is worthwhile in being privileged to be a minister of God's word is that you hold out good news to people. That God can do something that you will never do by your own efforts. He can transform you, he can change you, he can set you apart, he can use you in his service and he will declare you right on that day of judgement when you stand before God, because Christ stands in your place – the just for the unjust, to bring you to God.

So if you are not a Christian as you come to this Table, the challenge of God's word is this -- ‘be reconciled to God’.  2 Corinthians 5.  The apostle Paul says, ‘as ambassadors for Christ, we implore you, be reconciled to God.’ Here’s the gospel -- ‘God made him who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.’ God has made a way by which you can be reconciled to him – you will never reconcile yourself by your own efforts, you will never make it, you cannot pull yourself up by your own bootstraps. But God has stooped down in love. That’s why we sang those great songs, ‘Here is love, vast as the ocean, Lovingkindness as the flood, When the Prince of life, our ransom, Shed for us his precious blood.’ This is the greatness of the gospel - that God so loved that he gave, that you might be reconciled to God.  Now as an ambassador of Christ - a very poor one, I recognise - I appeal to you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 

And if you are not, this evening you have an opportunity. You can come to this Table for the first time, in repentance and faith, with nothing in your hands, in confession of your sin, and ask Christ. He will receive you, he will reconcile you to God, he will put his Spirit within you, and he will give you the hope of eternal life. That's the first thing I want to say at the Lord's Table. Here’s the second one.  If you are a Christian, then you cannot afford to be in any kind of dispute with any other Christian, especially one within the same fellowship, the same church. …

Reference was made, in the book, to the evening communion on Sunday 27 April 2003, with its specific invitation for a first commitment to Christ.  This is not the place to comment on these sacred occasions, but memories fade and it may be helpful to record, reverently, what took place at the next communion, during the morning service on Sunday 4 May 2003.  Communion was held alternately, morning and evening.

Peter Grainger conducted the entire service, with the exception of the Children’s Talk.  By not having a choir item, and by moving the Intercessory Prayer into the communion part of the service, Peter Grainger preached for a full half-hour and still was leading communion before 12 noon (after an 11 am start - Call to Worship, opening song, prayer, welcome and intimations, hymn, Reading, Children’s Talk, hymn, dedication of offering and offering).  Children up to Primary 7 left after the Children’s Talk.

As part of his welcome to visitors, Peter Grainger mentioned that communion was part of this service. At that point, and it was not mentioned again during the service, he invited all who loved the Lord Jesus and who were in fellowship with his people to participate. He encouraged any others to stay and not to feel embarrassed and passing the elements. He made no reference to there being an opportunity to leave during the hymn when he and the elders moved onto the platform. Only one or two from the full congregation left, and they were carrying children’s coats.

Having said that, it should also mentioned that some ‘hearers’, who knew that they had not made a commitment, deliberately did not come to a service incorporating communion, because they did not wish to leave and did not wish to be seen passing the elements.

The sermon was the first in a series on the Lord’s Prayer, and focused simply on the first word in Luke’s account - the word ‘Father’ (11: 1). After that, the hymn in preparation for communion was, appropriately, ‘How deep the Father's love for us, (988).  The congregation stood for this hymn - in contrast to the earlier practice, where the hymn before the Table was invariably sung seated.

Flexibility continued to be a welcome feature of communion services at this time in Peter Grainger’s ministry. On this occasion (unlike many), there was no reading of Scripture or comment after the hymn during which the pastor and elders came on to the platform, but merely an introduction of the elder to give thanks for the bread. The Chapel, unlike some other places, retains the bread and everyone eats together after everyone has been served.  The wine is drunk as received and the glass return to the tray - again in contrast to other places, when the cup is retained and everyone drinks together.

Again unusually for the Chapel, there was a chorus (‘Hallelujah, my Father’) between the distribution of the bread and the wine. Equally unusually, the congregation stood to sing this chorus. Normally there was no singing at that point, but again normally (unlike this day) the organ played quietly as soon as the organist had received the wine.

The final novel feature, for this particular Sunday, was to give the right hand of fellowship to the new members (at this point, not before the communion) and then to give the names of those who had died in the last month and those who are unwell, then to invite the congregation to stand and have one combined prayer of welcome and of intercession.

The service concluded with a final chorus and the Benediction consisted of saying the Grace to one another.

(2) Easter

For Easter 1963, Alan Redpath arranged a series of meetings at 8 p.m. every evening from the Monday to the Friday of Holy Week (the phrase he used in advertising the services), to explore the significance and meaning of the cross. The ‘convention’ (as he described it) culminated with a communion service on the Friday evening. He wrote in his diary: 

This has been a great week. We have had an Easter Convention with meetings every evening. While it has been tiring, it has nevertheless been a tremendous encouragement and inspiration to see so many people coming to the Chapel night by night. Each evening the ground floor of the Chapel has been well filled and to-night it was packed for the final meeting followed by a Communion Service. I am sure that this is something the Lord has laid upon our hearts and should be repeated another year.

He repeated it in 1964 but, recognising how much the first one had taken out of him, at a busy time of the year, he invited a colleague from Ipswich to share the preaching with him.
 The Chapel did not continue with this five-day convention after Alan Redpath left, but held a communion service on the Thursday. This was not for theological reasons – although that was the night on which the Lord instituted the supper – but because the Emmaus Choir (with many Chapel members participating), presented a citywide chorale on the Friday.

When the lounge was built in 1983, the next  Thursday communion (Easter 1984) was held in the lounge. Joyce Balfour, with her Christian Brethren background, persuaded the caretaker to set the chairs in a hollow square, with the table in the middle, as the Brethren did. Soon seats had to be placed in the vestibule to accommodate late comers. The service was from eight o’clock to nine, a simple meditation followed by communion. A few years later, the number attending compelled a move into the sanctuary, which was good to have more participating but many regretted the loss of atmosphere.

Peter Grainger (who came to the Chapel in 1992) said that one hour was not long enough, so he started at 7.30 p.m. instead of 8 p.m. There was much more singing, and longer hymns; while the writer protested to Peter about this, it was obviously appreciated as numbers grew and grew (apparently in proportion to the number of hymns sung) and there was a good mix of ages, all of whom expressed appreciation. The 1998 service, on Thursday 9 April, lasted for just under two hours, and the programme was as follows:

Meditation on the “Seven words” of the cross 

	CHOIR (INTROIT)
	God so loved the world                                   7.30 p.m.

	Welcome + Opening prayer
	Peter Grainger

	674
	There is a green hill

	ALEC CAMERON
	1. "Father forgive them for they do not

	
	know what they are doing" (Luke 23:33-34)

	26
	All you that pass by

	IAN LEITCH
	2. "I tell you the truth, today you will be

	
	with me in paradise" (Luke 23:39-43)

	333
	In loving-kindness Jesus came

	JUDY WHITE
	3. "Dear woman, here is your son .....

	
	here is your mother" (John 19:25-27)

	CHOIR
	Come to the table

	STUART HARRISON
	4. "My God, my God, why have you

	
	forsaken me?" (Mark 15:33-35)

	458
	Man of sorrows

	JEREMY BALFOUR
	5. "I am thirsty" (John 19:28-29)

	465
	Meekness and majesty

	JOHN SMUTS
	6. "It is finished" (John 19:30)

	CHAPEL_ PRAISE SINGERS
	Calvary covers it all

	PETER GRAINGER
	7. "Father, into your hands 1 commit

	
	my spirit" (Luke 23:44-47)

	On Sheet (turn over)
	Only by grace can we enter                             

	COMMUNION
	Peter Grainger                                                      8.48 p.m.

	Welcome of new members
	                                                                                   9.08 p.m.

	426
	Look, ye saints. the sight is glorious             9.16 p.m.

	Benediction
	

	CHOIR (FINALE)
	The door                                                       9.20 p.m.


Eighteen trays of 24 glasses were prepared, that is 432 glasses, and 54 were unused, so 378 people took communion, including 8 in the lounge, who were unable to sit in the sanctuary pews.

(3) Servers

At the Maundy Thursday communion service in 2003, the elders, with some trepidation, used non-elders and women to serve communion.  The reaction was positive, and so the elders decided to start using non-elders and women in the ordinary Sunday evening communion services.  The writer was not present because of another innovation on that same evening.  While previously the residents of the Beulah Home had listened to the Chapel service on the landline, communion was served in Beulah, simultaneously with the Chapel, and the writer, as the Beulah Home Convener, was among several who attended to assist in the serving.

� Evening service in Charlotte Chapel, 6 April 2003. Tape in Chapel archives under Peter Grainger. It may also be listened to on http://www.real.com/


� Record, 1963, p. 72.


� Record, March 1964, p. 10.





